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                    Memoranda Editor: Diane Bloom 

 
If you have any memoranda suggestions, questions, or 
comments, please send to: dbloom9995@aol.com or 
phone 315-420-4228. 

For VI District information, visit our website:                       
www.fgcnysvi.org    

If you have a change of E-mail address, send to 
Tony at aantes@stny.rr.com  

 
SAVE the Date: 

The upcoming VI District Spring luncheon is 
Wednesday April 26th at the Hathaway house 

3976 Route 41, McGraw, NY (GPS use 
Cincinnatus ) 9:00 – 3:30 

 
You will hear all about peonies in the morning as the 
presenter, Carole Bradford will address "Central New 
York: The Birthplace of the Modern Peony" and in the 
afternoon, we will have Evalyn from Country Florist in 

Owego share with us some floral design! And of 
course, the Hathaway House will serve a wonderful 

luncheon as always! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TO COUNTY & COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 
NEWS AND PHOTOS DEADLINES 

 

WINTER ISSUE: 2022                 Dec   1 
SPRING ISSUE: 2023                 Feb  28 
SUMMER ISSUE: 2023               May 31 
FALL ISSUE: 2023                      Sep    5 

 

Memoranda articles need to be received by 
the Memoranda Editor, Diane Bloom, by 

6:00pm on the Date of Deadline. 

 

  
As I write this, it’s less than three weeks until Spring! I 
don’t expect to be in the garden anytime soon, but it 
is time to start planning for when I will  be. Seeds have 
been ordered, spreadsheets and graph paper are 
spread out, and garden beds are being drawn up.  
We are busy within our Garden Clubs as well, planning 
programs and working on membership for the 
upcoming season. Here are some dates that may be 
of interest as you make your plans: 
Be watching for your invitation to the District VI Semi-
Annual Meeting, Installation and Luncheon, being 
held Wednesday, April 26th at the Hathaway House in 
Cincinnatus NY. There is still plenty of time to sign up – 
be sure to contact me for more information. 
The FGCNYS Annual Meeting and Installation of State 
Officers will be held May 23 – 25th  at the Hyatt 
Regency in Hauppauge, Long Island. Click for more 
info:  https://www.fgcnys.com  
If you have never attended a CAR (Central Atlantic 
Region) meeting, this may be the year because it will 
be held nearby in Corning New York, the week of 
October 23rd. Our own District VI member, Monica 
Hansen will be sworn in as CAR Director this May. More 
info: Https://www.car-sgc.org. 
This is not Garden Club related per se, but it sounds 
wonderful, nevertheless. The American Peony Society 
will hold their 2023 convention in Syracuse NY from 
May 31 to June 4, 2023. Check out 
https://www.americanpeonysociety.org  for more 
information. 
I’m looking forward to hearing all about the programs, 
flower shows, garden tours, whatever our clubs have 
planned for the season. Hope to see you soon and 
happy planning! 
Happy Gardening, 
Cheryl Miller, Director 
VI District Inc. 
 

 
NOTICE 

    From the Memoranda Editor/Publisher 
 

This is the FOURTH Edition of the VI District 
Memoranda to be distributed by your 
Garden Clubs. I sent this Memoranda to 
each VI District Garden Club. Your club will 
then distribute the Memoranda to each of 
their members. 

 
 

 

VI District Director 
Cheryl Miller’s 

Message 

http://www.fgcnysvi.org/
mailto:aantes@stny.rr.com
https://www.fgcnys.com/
https://www.car-sgc.org/
https://www.americanpeonysociety.org/
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BINGHAMTON GC-  We are still stuck in the grasp of 
Winter, although it has been a mild one to this point. 
Plans are in the works for our activities in 2023. Our 
regular “First Thursday” meetings will start in April, 
when, during our Spring luncheon, the new yearbooks 
will be distributed to all our attending members. Then 
throughout the year we will have business meetings 
followed by a presentation or trip that will delight all. 
As if that is not enough, the Seasonal Creations, 
Nature Study, and Horticulture groups will offer an 
additional four, perhaps more, trips and presentations 
aimed at increasing our collective knowledge about 
gardening and our environment, while entertaining us 
as well. Since the threat of COVID has been reduced 
many of our activities will bring us together so we can 
connect in person. That’s what being in a garden club 
is all about!  
 
ENDWELL GC –   “Spring is the time of plans and 

projects”  
   By Leo Tolstoy, Anna Karenina 
 
Well, I feel as though the winter is just flying by and our 
weather certainly has been very interesting. We’ve 
had many days where I have thought “Boy I can’t 
wait for spring and begin gardening.” As I was 
reflecting on 2022, I am amazed at all that we have 
done. It was a great year full of educational 
programs, workshops, and tours whereby we gained a 
great deal of information and knowledge about 
different aspects of gardening! In addition, our 
fundraisers brought us together, as a group.  
Our club finished 2022 with a wonderful Christmas 
Dinner/Social. We had a delicious potluck dinner, 
“Make- n- Takes,” basket raffle and just an evening of 
great conversation. We were also very lucky to get a 
group picture!  

     
This is the time of year we also do our Instillation of 

officers.  

                                
Our December meeting with our members of the 
Endwell Senior Center was great. We made wicker 
baskets full of Christmas decorated pine branches 
followed by an ice cream social. You should have 
seen their faces with such big smiles. We will meet up 
with them again in March for a St. Patrick’s Day 
project.  

                                        
 

 Even during the winter months our membership 
continues to grow. We are presently at 80 members. 
This is wonderful news. It is our present members and 
word of mouth that has drawn them to our club. After 
our dinner in December, we take a couple of months 
off and meet again in March. However, our board has 
been working diligently in preparing for this next year. 
They have put in many hours of their time in preparing 
programs, workshops, tours, reviewing and revising our 
budget for this next year and many edits to our 
handbook. We will be starting our March meeting with 
a presentation on floral design by Evelyn from ‘Our 
Country Florist” in Owego, New York. The same day we 
will be doing a fundraiser with Taylor‘s pizza in Endwell 
from 11 AM to 7 PM.  
 
We have a few new initiatives this year. One is the 
“Sunshine Visiting Committee.’ As we meet throughout 
the year, we often find ourselves missing a few of our 
members. There are times when some may be ill 
and/or have had surgery and need time to 
recuperate. We also have members who are 
homebound and others who no longer drive. 
Sometimes, all they need is one or two people to sit 
with them and chat, perhaps have a cup of tea, and 
maybe just fill them in on what’s been going on in our 
garden club world …  
Because of this, we’d like to periodically stop in and 
visit one of our members.  
 
For many years, Dolores S, one of our members has 
been overseeing our Plant Sharing table and has 
decided to step down this year. We truly appreciate 
her many efforts and a job well done.  
The meaning of “Ways and Means” is methods and 
resources for accomplishing something and especially 
for defraying expenses. So, the Board discussed this 
and decided to have a “Ways and Means” table. 
We’re asking members to bring in items they’d like to 
donate that someone else may enjoy. A “Donation 
Accepted” box will be located on the table … a small 

 
BROOME COUNTY 

From:  Linda Vick, County Chair 
607-648-2189 ● birder65@gmail.com  

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2507928
mailto:birder65@gmail.com
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donation will be appreciated which will add to our 
income.  
Items to consider include plants, pots, gardening 
items, garden books, but are not limited to gardening 
items …  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stay safe and enjoy the planning that you will be 
doing for your garden this spring/summer. I know that 
gardening can be difficult. It can be messy, it can be 
full of weeds, and it is often hard work. But for many of 
us, gardening is a true passion. I think we can agree 
that it just makes you feel so good to see the flowers 
bloom, the birds pop in and out and just that 
wonderful garden/flower smell! 
 
 

HILL ‘n” DALE GC – NO REPORT. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREENE GC-  What a crazy winter so far, eh? The 
Greene, NY Garden Club had a December potluck 
luncheon and inducted the new members who had 
joined since Covid started. Now we are either 
rejuvenating in southern climes or tending houseplants 
and forcing hyacinths here at home. Our first meeting 
of 2023 will be in March. Here’s a group photo from 
August. 
  

         
 NORWICH GC- The  Norwich Garden Club finished up 
the 2022 year with their annual meeting and luncheon 
in November. We don't startup our meetings until April, 
however we have been busy planning our program 
and activities for 2023. We have come up with some 
interesting different topics and ideas and look forward 

to getting back together.  Meanwhile we browse 
through seed catalogs and look at our gardens and 
plan for Spring! 
 

  
 
OXFORD GC- Oxford Garden Club took a break over 
Christmas but we are now re-grouping and getting 
ready for a great, busy and creative year. 
The March meeting starts with installation of new 
officers and presentation our programs for the year. 
April we will welcome spring and make  
beautiful new silk wreaths and attend the lunch at 
Hathaway House, which is always a real treat.  
We are looking forward to getting out in our gardens 
and enjoying  the spring bulbs and putting into action 
all our new plans. 
 

 
TOWN & COUNTRY OF NORWICH – The Town and 
Country Garden Club in Norwich doesn’t meet in 
January and February, but we are anticipating 
starting up again in March. We are looking forward to 
a joint program with the Chenango County Bird Club 
in April at Guernsey Memorial Library. This program will 
be open to the public. Of course, planning for the 
Chenango County Fair Flower Show has already 
started. After a mild winter so far, we will soon be 
sharpening our shovels, cleaning our clippers, and 
sowing our seeds in preparation for gardening season! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMER GC - In December, our annual holiday party 

was held in the home of 
Laurie Klotz, beautifully 
decorated for the 
Christmas season. Ellie 
Swarr adorned the long 
mantlepiece with 
weeping Cypress 
branches, snow-covered 

fir trees, and her collection of woodland animals. 
Sandy Dewey created 
lovely tablescapes using 
Cyprus branches, small 
groupings of holiday 
decor, poinsettias, and 
flickering candles. Karen 
Seibert crafted napkin 
rings that looked like tiny 

grapevine wreaths but 
were made from Virginia 
Creeper vine. There was a 
bountiful array of hors 
d’oeuvres, salads, lasagna, 

 
CORTLAND COUNTY 

From:  Marthe Seales, County Chair 
607-749-4769 * marthe.seales@gmail.com  

 
CHENANGO COUNTY 

From: Joy Coletta, County Chair 
607-843-9209 *joyful@frontiernet.net  

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/520235541339984/user/21806269/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWBhp32A9oqp6WpAM_7En5mkeXX4ykUH8AFBkEW0j9UOmZ5Dr1uzCJUzA5BU3ME5FO_emhIMSYurLaDXeikAC2xbBEThphy4_Rqe6o8AvSM02JAcOvLwO6fKP33kxJppl1RGsHNuDfJN2BRc81ikZZUfC66yWS4LkL60lKD18Zngix2Cgz0d9O-Gd5CKrFAMsw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/520235541339984/user/21806269/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWBhp32A9oqp6WpAM_7En5mkeXX4ykUH8AFBkEW0j9UOmZ5Dr1uzCJUzA5BU3ME5FO_emhIMSYurLaDXeikAC2xbBEThphy4_Rqe6o8AvSM02JAcOvLwO6fKP33kxJppl1RGsHNuDfJN2BRc81ikZZUfC66yWS4LkL60lKD18Zngix2Cgz0d9O-Gd5CKrFAMsw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
mailto:marthe.seales@gmail.com
mailto:*joyful@frontiernet.net
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freshly baked bread, decadent desserts, and a nice 
selection of wine to round out the meal. It made for 
quite a sumptuous holiday feast! As is our tradition 
each year, members brought donations for the 
YWCA’s Bridges for Kids program. All in all, it was a 
wonderful evening of delicious food, festive spirits, and 
warm camaraderie. 
 
January: No meeting 

 
We had a beautiful spring-like 
day for our annual February 
brunch which was held in the 
Russell Fellowship room at the 
Homer Congregational Church. 
Nineteen members came out 
of hibernation to enjoy the 
lovely breakfast buffet and 
each other’s company. Karen 
Seibert created beautiful flower 

arrangements in antique 
bottles that graced the 
tables, and she later placed 
them inside the church 
sanctuary to be enjoyed at 
Sunday services the next day. 
The morning concluded with 
a business meeting, reports 
from committee chairs, and the distribution of the 2023 
yearbook. The warm weather reminded us of what we 
can look forward to welcoming soon: our snowdrops, 
crocuses, primroses, daffodils, and tulips!  
 
 
TOWN AND COUNTRY CORTLAND/HOMER – In 
December, members of the Town and Country 
Garden Club of Cortland-Homer met at a local 
restaurant for our annual Holiday Dinner. Members 
enjoyed conversing and discussed the progress of our 
holiday project, which was shopping for and donating 
children’s gifts to the Cortland YWCA. 
 
We did not meet in January. 
 
Our February meeting was our ‘Bird’ meeting. In 
anticipation of the Great Backyard Bird Count, 
February 17-20, member Amy Dahlman presented on 
preparing for and participating in the count. She 
discussed ways to identify the birds and mentioned 
apps such as Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology’s app 
Merlin, which can identify birds by both sight (photo) 
and sound. Information was shared from the Great 
Backyard Bird Count website,  
https://www.birdcount.org. Birds can be counted 
anywhere in the world by watching for at least 15 
minutes or more, at least once over the four days.  
 
 She also shared information on reporting the 
individual garden club members’ bird counts on eBIrd 
Mobile app, or eBird.com (desktop/laptop). Several 

garden club members participated in the 2022 count, 
and it is hoped that more will take part this year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CAZENOVIA GC – In January, Jasmine Rae, from our 
local Jasmine Rae Floral Design shop, gave a floral 
design demonstration and created a beautiful post-
holiday winter-white centerpiece. She also shared 
many interesting tips and tricks of the trade including 
how to wire a flower to stiffen the neck.  
 
Melanie Henson, a Master Gardener with the 
Onondaga County CCE, gave her presentation “Soil 
Basics” at our February meeting. Melanie gave us a lot 
of information about our soils, shared local compost 
sources and answered our many questions. Our club’s 
horticulture and conservation committees shared 
pruning timing tips and advice on reusing potting soil. 
 
Spring Plant Sale:  We are looking forward to our 
SPRING PLANT SALE on Saturday, June 3rd, 9am - 2pm, 
at the Cazenovia Farmers Market on the Green. Look 
for lots of perennial plants from our members’ gardens 
along with bird and houses for sale. Please check our 
website (CazenoviaGardenClub.org) as the time gets 
closer for more details. 
 

CHITTENANGO GC - Even though our club recesses 
during the months of January and February, officers 
and a number of members have been busy planning 
for the coming year and completing projects to 
engage the community. We entered the Village 
holiday inspired decorating contest, carrying on our 
gnome theme display in the Village Office parking lot 
planters on Genesee Street. Since Chittenango was 

the birthplace of L. Frank Baum 
,author of the Wizard of Oz books, we decorated our 
gnomes as some of his best known characters. Our 
display tied for first place in the business category. 
 
 
In an effort to engage youth, our club sponsored a 
fairy  dish-garden workshop for children 7 - 10 years of 
age during their winter school break. Seventeen 
children created their own dish-garden with materials 
provided by the club. With twenty-seven youth still 

               
MADISON COUNTY 

From:  Glenda Pugh, County Chair 
glendapugh@icloud.com  

 
 
 

    

 

https://www.birdcount.org/
mailto:glendapugh@icloud.com
mailto:glendapugh@icloud.com
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wait-listed, we will definitely schedule additional 
sessions with the hope to inspire an interest in 
horticulture and gardening.  

 

 
 
Planning is now under way for our annual spring plant 
sale to be held on Saturday May 20 , 2023 from 
8:30AM – Noon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOME GC OF SYRACUSE- Home Garden Club 
gathered at Danzer’s Restaurant  on December 6th  to 
celebrate the holiday with a Silent Auction of items 
including lovely poinsettias and colorful plants. Our 
February meeting held at Nancy’s Haswell’s home on 
February 4th included a meeting about program ideas 
for 2023-2024. February is always a workshop to create 
tray favors for the local Meals on Wheels clients. 
Member’s made cute “snowmen” tissue packs- 
perfect for winter weather (see photos Snowmen). 
March 7th members will meet for lunch at Phoebe’s 
Restaurant and Coffee Lounge. Janet Allen of Habitat 
Gardening of Central New York will be joining us and 
presenting “ Caring for a Piece of the Earth.” April 18th 
members will meet at Zerillo’s Garden Center to see 
what’s growing in Terri’s greenhouses. Members will 
plant containers with varieties of new annuals, enjoy a 
potluck lunch. Our May 9th meeting will be a trip to 
Andrea Markham’s home with a garden tour. Home 
Garden Club will be holding it's annual Perennial Plant 
Sale at Beard Park May 20th. We will continue to offer 
to the public some of our members own tried and true 
perennial, herbs, and bulbs and many gardening pots 
and items for all gardeners. June 6th members will 
gather to tend the Thorndon Park Herb Garden.  

 
 
 
 

ONONDAGA GC- Our club gathered in December at 
the Century Club of Syracuse to celebrate the holiday 
season. 
We enjoyed a delicious lunch and brought our 
donations for the Food Bank of CNY. 
In January, a small number of us met at the Manlius 
Library to finalize our Programs for the coming year. As 
we do not have regular Meetings in January and 
February, we are looking forward to getting together 
in March to kick off the 2023 year. Can't wait for spring 
to arrive! 

             
 

 
 
 
 SKANEATELES GC - We held a workshop in December 
where members were able to create arrangements 
for our Christmas luncheon held at the Sherwood Inn. 
Several members made additional arrangements that 
were delivered to area nursing home facilities. In 
January, member Priscilla Pultz hosted and shared the 
amazing video, Fantastic Fungi. This “must see” film is 
narrated by Paul Edward Stamets, an American 
mycologist and entrepreneur, who credits his late 
brother, John, with stimulating his interest in mycology. 
The film demonstrates what is under our soil’s surface 
and how nature works to benefit all living plants in a 
complex eco-system. Following the film, our hostesses 
treated us with various refreshments featuring 
mushroom hors d’oeuvres and other delightful treats. 
Member Gail Morse adorned the tables with creative 
mushroom centerpieces (see photos). February was a 

 
ONONDAGA COUNTY 

From: Nancy Haswell, County Chair 
315-469-2849 * nhaswell@twcny.rr.com  

 

mailto:nhaswell@twcny.rr.com
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 “Galentine’s” Day 
Celebration, a day for women to celebrate their 
friendships with their gal pals. Various members gave 
inspiring demonstrations on creating and arranging 
floral arrangements. In March, a director from the 

Central New York 
Land Trust will present what your role in this important 
organization could be. Their mission seeks to preserve 
and protect natural areas in order to provide our 
communities clean water, clean air, wildlife habitat, 
and a chance to connect with the land. Learn more 
about the organization and about some great hiking 
areas from their website, cnylandtrust.org. Our next 
workshop will be held sometime in March where we 
will create botanical designs on a shirt. Think Spring! 

 
  
 

 SPADE & TROWEL GC- The Spade & Trowel Garden 
Club recently lost two wonderful long-time members, 
Barb Stine and Mary Stephens. Barb was a charter 
member of the Spade & Trowel Garden Club and a 
NGC Emeritus Master Flower Show Judge who judged 
at the New York State Fair and taught many club 
members about floral design. Iris were one of Barb's 
favorite flowers; many club members' gardens sport 
beautiful iris cultivars from the divisions Barb shared. 
Mary was our club's boxwood tree "guru"; she made 
thousands of them over the years for her church's 
annual bazaar, and taught countless others how to 
construct them at our club's annual Greens Workshop. 
Mary loved to garden. Even after she moved into an 
apartment, she continued maintaining the gardens at 
her daughter's house! Both Barb and Mary will be 
sorely missed.  
 

Spade & Trowel Garden Club member Barb Dugan 
led a very interesting January presentation and 
demonstration on one of her favorite hobbies, 
"Letterboxing". Barb explained that letterboxing began 
in Devon, England 150 years ago, and has spread 
worldwide. It's a great activity for those who enjoy the 
outdoors and sleuthing! Letterboxers fill up their 
logbooks with unique stamps, often one-of-a-kind and 
hand-carved; some of Barb's collected stamps were 
true works of art. 
 
Angela Ferguson,  a member of the Onondaga 
Nation Eel Clan and the Nation's Crew Supervisor since 
2015, was our February speaker. Her very interesting 
talk described Onondaga Nation farming practices 
and traditions, as well as the "Braiding the Sacred" 
organization, a growing network of indigenous corn 
keepers that helps indigenous Nations across North 
America recover and reunite with their communities' 
sacred seeds and traditional food sources. 
 
In March, Cornell Cooperative Extension - Oneida 
County Volunteer Roseanne Loparco will give our club 
tips on environmentally friendly gardening techniques, 
as well as on using natives and color in the garden. 
Club members Tracy Welder and Pam Baran will get 
us excited about entering the New York State Fair 
Flower Show by leading a Floral Arrangement and 
Design demonstration at our April meeting; members 
will then create their own designs and compete to see 
who wins the coveted "Golden Trowel" award in our 
first floral design contest since Covid. May is the month 
we gear up for our club's plant sale ( Saturday, May 
20th from 8 AM - Noon at Gazebo Park in the Village of 
Manlius), which is spearheaded by Diane Bloom. 
Member Marcia Rahim will also give some "Spring 
Clean-Up Garden" tips and demonstrate the air-
layering propagation technique. And finally, in June 
we'll visit the extraordinary gardens of master 
gardener and fabric artist Sue Ellen Romanowski. Sue 
Ellen is an honorary member of our club, and over the 
years has donated thousands of divisions from her 
garden to our plant sales in order to support civic 
beautification in the Town of Manlius. 
  
 

STUDY GROUP OF SYRACUSE -  NO REPORT. 
 

WOMEN’S GC OF BALDWINSVILLE - On Veteran’s Day, 
3 members (Katie, Diane, and Lorrie) said a prayer at 
the Blue Star Memorial at 11am. The 2022 Christmas 
party for the Baldwinsville Club was a wonderful get 
together.  

 

http://cnylandtrust.org/
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Members who sewed and decorated Christmas 
Stockings for the Christmas Bureau brought 
the stockings for viewing. We had some fantastic 
decorations. The board did a lovely job 
decorating and everybody brought a dish to pass.  

  
The first meeting of the year was February. Nancy 
Kalieta of NYS Garden Federation gave a zoom 
presentation about Victorian Language of Flowers.  
At the March meeting there will be a plant trading 
and information on care and feeding of 
houseplants. Club members are hoping for fun 
activities in the coming year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OSWEGO GC -  On winter break 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
BUTTERNUT VALLEY GC – The Butternut Valley Garden 
Club held their annual  Greening Day on December 
10, 2022,  and decorated wreaths to green the 
churches and public buildings in our two towns, Morris 
and Gilbertsville. It was followed by a luncheon 
provided by the members. Prior to that a workshop 
was held to make bows and  also several 
Holiday  table arrangements were made by former 
president , Lynn Ohl , to be delivered to retired club 
members. Our greening of the communities is a 
tradition of many years in our club. 
 
The winter months are spent preparing our programs 
and activities for the rest of the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ONEONTA GC- NO REPORT. 
 

 
APALACHIN GC – NO RPORT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ITHACA GC-   Tired of winter and our 
yo-yo weather? Ready to spend a 
day outdoors? Explore a place just for 
you and your grandchildren?? 
 
 The Ithaca Garden Club invites you to 

come to Ithaca Saturday, April 22nd…Earth Day…to 
enjoy the beauty of springtime and to participate in or 
to watch the inaugural Daffodil Dash!! 

 
 
The 100-year-old Ithaca Garden Club and the much 
beloved Ithaca Children’s Garden have teamed up to 
celebrate what will be proclaimed by the City of 
Ithaca as Daffodil Week. The two organizations are 
looking to encourage families and individuals of all 
ages and stages to get out and to witness the 
breathtaking scene of daffodils everywhere!! 

 
The banner event of the week will be the first ever 
Daffodil Dash 5K and 1-mile run/walk where 
participants and onlookers can enjoy the sight of 
almost 90,000 blooming daffodils planted along the 
Cayuga Inlet by the Ithaca Garden Club’s Daff-A-
Dazzle community-wide project team. So come to 
Ithaca for a day! Bring your family (grandchildren!!!) 
and friends and plan to run, walk, meander, roll or 
stroll through the only race where it’s okay to  
stop…and smell the flowers. 

 
TIOGA COUNTY 

From: Barbara Hohman, County Chair 
607-625-4660 *  hohman17@yahoo.com  

 

 
TOMPKINS COUNTY 

From: Tori Wishart, County Chair 
607-257-4653  •  vw11@cornell.edu  

 

 
OSWEGO COUNTY 

From: Evelyn Baldwin, County Chair 
315-256-9049 * bbaldwi3@twcny.rr.com  

 
OTSEGO COUNTY 

From: Sharon Bosco, County Chair 
607-263-2267 * sbosco@frontiernet.net  

mailto:hohman17@yahoo.com
mailto:vw11@cornell.edu
mailto:bbaldwi3@twcny.rr.com
mailto:sbosco@frontiernet.net
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There will be parking and bathrooms nearby as well as 
food trucks and eateries in the area. The trails are 
totally flat, so bring the strollers, chairs, walkers, 
whatever you need to enjoy the sights. For the 
youngsters and adults, there is the interactive Ithaca 
Children’s Garden next to the runners’ route. The 
Garden is free and open to the public. 
 
For more information about the Daffodil Dash as well 
as the ongoing beautification efforts of the Ithaca 
Garden Club and the Ithaca Children’s Garden, go 
to: 

www.ithacagardenclub.org  or 
www.ithacachildrensgarden.org 

 
After a winter hiatus from regular meetings, the Ithaca 
Garden Club has several talks and social events 
planned for spring 2023. On March 15th, we will gather 
for a talk entitled “Touring the Gardens of Ireland and 
Experiencing Irish Culture” led by one of our own 
members, Chrys Gardener. Chrys, a garden consultant 
and designer, will share behind-the-scenes tours of 
castle gardens and areas in the country where 
tropical plants mingle with arctic species. Of course, 
with a nod to St. Patrick’s Day, our reception table will 
be laden with Irish treats and lots of green.  
 
Over the past 15 years, the Ithaca Garden Club has 
planted a variety of trees around our city as part of 
the Club’s Arbor Day donation. Thankfully, our club has 
been guided during this time by Ithaca’s City Forester, 
Jeanne Grace. Now, 10 to 15 years later, what do 
these trees look like? Did we make the right choices? 
Where do we need to “fill in the blanks”? At our April 
19th meeting, Jeanne will talk about the trees and their 
locations that have helped to make Ithaca a tree city. 
 
A highlight of the Club’s spring season is our annual 
Spring Luncheon, which will be held on Wednesday 
May 17th. It’s always a festive occasion featuring 
beautiful centerpieces by our newer members and a 
delightful luncheon. This year, we are thrilled to host 
our former President of District VI, Tony Antes, as our 
luncheon speaker. His talk will focus on New York State 
and climate change. Our new officers will also be 
inducted at this annual luncheon meeting. 
 
I am writing this as Central New York has had roller 
coaster weather…. from 70-degree days to today’s 
forecast of snow, sleet and freezing rain. Lovely. But 
the days are getting longer, the snow drops and 
hellebores are poking through, and some of the robins 
(poor things) have returned. Even though we still have 
to get through March…and maybe the winter we 
should have gotten in February!!....spring is not far 
behind. Those 90,000 daffodils will be a welcomed 
sight!! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba) is one of the oldest  living tree 
species. It is the sole surviving member of a group of 
ancient plants. Used in Chinese medicine for at least a 
thousand years, ginkgo has been shown to improve 
blood flow to the brain and is used to treat dementia. 
In the early 1700's Ginkgo biloba was introduced into 
Europe and about 60 years later into North America. 
Most Ginkgo products are made from it's  fan shaped 
leaves.   The most helpful components of ginkgo are 
believed to be it's flavonoids, which help 
improve  circulation by dilating blood vessels and 
reducing the stickiness of platelets. 
The surviving Ginkgo biloba tree is found in fossils over 
200million years old. It can grow to 120 feet tall andis 
planted in cities and parks due to it's resistance to 
disease, pests and pollution. Most of the Ginkgo trees 
that are used are male because the females’ seeds 
have an extremely foul smell. It can be propagated 
by seed or cutting. 
Therapeutic Uses 
.Antioxidant 
Mental Health 
circulation 
 
Ginkgo contains potent antioxidants known as 
glycosides which protect nerve cells, and terpene 
lactones which reduce inflammation.it is best taken in 
pill form from a bonafide health food store or 
Naturopath. It is considered  safe as shown in large 
clinical trials and wide use. Those taking medicines to 
prevent blood clotting should consult a health care 
professional before using. Stop taking 3 days before 
surgery.  
 
Besides slowing Dementia, Ginkgo can help with 
Macular Degeneration. 
, tinnitus, and intermittent cramping in the legs due to 
poor blood flow in the legs. Overuse can cause 
headaches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you interested in membership information 
to discuss with potential members? Take a look at the 
National Garden Club website. “Membership 
Monday” is a free  

 
Herbs 

        VI District Chair – Elizabeth Vanlderstine 

 
Membership 

 VI District Chair – Anthony Antes 
 

http://www.ithacagardenclub.org/
http://www.ithacachildrensgarden.org/
http://inflammation.it/
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monthly Zoom event for all federated garden club 
members. Join us on the 2nd Monday of each month 
from 2PM - 3PM EST. Learn new skills, share success 
stories, resolve commonly encountered issues, and 
brainstorm solutions with fellow members across the 
Americas. 

Membership is the lifeblood of our 
organization, and we can all benefit when we help 
each other Recruit, Retain, and Revitalize our clubs. 
Together we are stronger! 

Membership Monday workshops present a 
topic of the month with a special guest speaker, 
followed by a Q&A session and follow up. We may not 
have every answer, but NGC Membership is 
committed to bringing us all together to explore 
solutions in a spirit of collaboration. Videos of previous 
workshops are linked in the Video Café and the 
Member Resource Library under the Club Resources 
tab. To go directly to Member info, click on: 
  
Member Resources | National Garden Clubs, Inc. 
 

Subject for April is  People, Plants, and 
Programs - Part 4 - Environmental Study School learn 
directly from the NGC Environmental Study 
Committee about this timely course which enables 
you to become an Environmental Consultant. Register 
on the site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amelanchier canadensis, commonly known 
as  Canadian Serviceberry, Eastern Serviceberry, 
Serviceberry, Shadbush, and others is a deciduous, 
early-flowering, large shrub or small tree in the rose 
family that is native to eastern North America.  It is an 
understory tree, often found growing in clumps in 
swamps, bogs, lowlands, and thickets and grows 15-25 
feet tall. In spring the showy, fragrant flowers bloom in 
clusters before leaf-out. The purple berry-like drupes 
follow and are attractive to wildlife and are also 
edible by humans. In fall the leaves turn showy red 
and orange. 

This tree prefers part shade and moist well-
drained sandy loam but is adaptable to both wet and 
dry sites and various soil types. It is somewhat clay 
tolerant, which is important in our area. It will grow in 
full sun but appreciates afternoon shade. It is 
somewhat tolerant of salt but not of urban conditions. 

It has 3 seasons of interest, making it a good 
small tree to use as a specimen or in small groups. It is 
a fine addition to naturalized or woodland sites or 
pollinator gardens. It can also be used along lakes, 
streams, ponds or other wet locations. 

There are no serious problems; however, rust, 
leaf spot, blight, and powdery mildew can 
occur. Insects include the sawfly, leaf miner, borers 
and scale. Best of all it is a native here in New York! 
 
 
How to Have the Earliest Bloom on Your Block 
by Kathy Purdy 
 

 
 
It is more important to have the first bloom on your 
block than the first tomato. The first outdoor bloom is a 
potent morale booster, telling you that the back of 
winter has been broken. We have such a long winter--
by the time it ends we are just hanging on by a 
thread. The sooner we have some flowers blooming, 
the sooner our spring fever eases.  
However, to have the very first flower blooming in your 
neighborhood is not a matter left to chance. You must 
employ your powers of observation and your plant 
hunting skills to make this happen. You need to know 
what to plant and where to plant it. In USDA hardiness 
zones 3 and 4, very early blooming spring bulbs are 
the psychological weapon of choice. 
Where to Plant 
The end of winter is the best time to decide where to 
plant your earliest spring bulbs. Look around--no, 
better yet–grab your camera, and record the places 
in your yard where the snow melts first. These areas are 
your warmest microclimates. They include such places 
as: over the septic tank, up against a house wall, the 
south side of trees and shrubs, a corner of the house 
that traps heat, and the south side of paved areas. 
Your images won’t look like much. Rename your 
images, or else you will look at them in July and 
wonder, “What was I thinking? Why did I take a bunch 
of photos of dirty, tired snow?” Put them in a folder 
labeled “Plant Bulbs Here” and make a note in your 
calendar to order them in June, when there are 
discounts for early online orders. Many of these 
locations are not what you would think of as typical 
garden spots. We’re not going for tradition—we’re 
going for results. Most of the earliest blooming plants 
are quite small and go dormant by summer, so they 
won’t interfere with lawn mowing or house 
maintenance. 
What to Plant 

 
Aboriculture 

 VI District Chair – Anthony Antes 

https://gardenclub.org/video-cafe
https://www.gardenclub.org/member-resources#collapseMemberResources3
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/amelanchier-canadensis/common-name/canadian-serviceberry/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/amelanchier-canadensis/common-name/eastern-serviceberry/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/amelanchier-canadensis/common-name/serviceberry/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/amelanchier-canadensis/common-name/shadbush/
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Many gardeners are unaware of how many flowers 
bloom during mud season, that nebulous period 
which fluctuates between winter one day and spring 
the next. That’s partly because some of them are hard 
to find—a list of sources has been provided. All of the 
following plants are hardy to USDA Zone 3. 
Snowdrops 
Snowdrops are tied with winter aconites for the prize 
of very-first bloom. Snowdrops usually emerge from the 
ground--millimeter by millimeter--well before the 
aconites do but won’t actually open their flowers until 
the temperature reaches 50°F. Snowdrops have three 
small inner petals, white marked with green, that form 
an inverted cup. Hanging over this cup are three long 
petals, also white. When they first emerge from the 
ground, the flower buds point straight up like a rocket 
preparing for takeoff. Then the bud drops, pointing 
downward. Finally, the flower opens wide, hanging 
like a miniature ceiling fan, when it’s warm enough. 
The first snowdrops I ever got were given to me by a 
gardening friend. She had found them growing “in the 
wild,” presumably where a house had once stood. I 
later learned they were the common snowdrop, 
Galanthus nivalis. In my damp, somewhat shady 
location, they made huge colonies in late winter, the 
perfect excuse to leave my warm home to check on 
their progress and pick a handful for a tiny bouquet. I 
was content with these sweet little things until I found 
out there were other snowdrops that bloomed earlier. 
That got me planting ‘S. Arnott,’ a hybrid snowdrop 
that is not only earlier but bigger–and fragrant, too. 
The giant snowdrop, Galanthus elwesii, blooms earlier 
than both of these. It’s a bit taller than the common 
snowdrop and prefers slightly drier soil. 

 
Winter aconites 
Winter aconites (Eranthis spp.) are jack rabbits 
compared to snowdrops, emerging and blooming in 
the space of twenty-four hours when conditions are 
right. Shorter than snowdrops, with flowers that look 
like buttercups and a ruff of leaves like a Renaissance 
collar, winter aconites are little spots of sunshine 
against the dark earth. They are tricky to get 
established because they die if they dry out, and they 
often do so in bulb warehouses. Try soaking them in 
damp coir for twenty-four hours and then plant 
immediately. Better yet, get some from a friend’s 
established patch, digging and replanting them while 
they’re still in active growth. 
Spring snowflakes 

Spring snowflakes (Leucojum vernum) could almost be 
mistaken for huge snowdrops. The downward facing 
round white bells, on stems 6 to 8 inches tall, are about 
the size of a nickel, each petal tip dipped in green. 
Unlike many other bulbs, they enjoy dampish soil. 
When dug and cured like most other fall-planted 
bulbs, it tends to rot, so it’s not sold by bulb merchants 
who get their stock from overseas. This is where your 
plant-hunting skills are needed. If you’re really lucky, 
you’ll have a friend who will share some of her plants 
with you. Otherwise keep on the lookout for a U.S.-
based seller and order immediately, before they’re 
sold out. Don’t confuse this plant with the widely 
available summer snowflake (Leucojum aestivum), 
which is a fine plant, but blooms later in spring. 

 
Bulbocodium 
Bulbocodium vernum has the lavender-pink color of a 
fall-blooming colchicum, and some botanists call it 
Colchicum vernum. It’s quite short, with six strappy 
petals that contrast beautifully with Cyclamen coum. 
Try planting them as a carpet around the base of 
February daphne, whose flowers are the same color 
as the bulbocodium. 

 
Crocus korolkowii 
To look at American bulb catalogs, you’d think there 
were only two kinds of crocuses–big ones (Dutch 
crocuses) and little ones (species crocuses). Turns out 
there’s so many different kinds of crocuses, an entire 
book was written about them. Crocus korolkowii 
blooms earlier than the species crocuses that are 
usually for sale and deserves a spot where you can 
see it from the house or by a frequently-traveled path. 
What’s not to like about crocuses? Deer and rodents 
like to eat them. What to do? 1) Surround them with 
grit as you plant them. This will keep the corms from 
being eaten but won’t help with above-ground 
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munching. 2) Spray them with Plantskydd before 
planting. They may need another application as they 
emerge. 3)Plant in really hard-packed clay soil that 
voles can’t be bothered digging in. 4) Give up on 
crocuses—most of the other bulbs mentioned here are 
rodent-resistant. 
Glory-of-the snow 
Glory-of-the-snow produces blue-lavender flowers 
along a 6” stem. Chionodoxa forbesii is the most 
common; ‘Blue Giant’ is taller and a tad deeper blue, 
but I have given my heart to ‘Blue Mound’, which is an 
even deeper color and more floriferous. There are also 
white, pink, and violet forms of C. forbesii (sometimes 
called C. luciliae). Chionodoxa sardensis is cobalt blue 
and lacks the white eye of the others. 
Striped squill 
Striped squills (Puschkinia libanotica) have stems 
loaded with white flowers that have a pale blue stripe 
down each petal. A good plant to grow along a walk 
where you can admire that stripe up close. I have 
indulged in ‘Aragat’s Gem’ and ‘Sky Vision’ from 
Odyssey Bulbs, which have more flowers per stem and 
better color. 
“Christmas” rose. 
If you grew the Christmas rose (Helleborus niger) in 
Great Britain, it would bloom in December in 
accordance with its common name. Sometimes I get 
lucky and see a flower in late November before the 
plant gets buried in snow. Undeterred, this hellebore 
opens its flowers after the snow has melted, in late 
March or early April. They are white and somewhat 
resemble a single rose. Hybrids with H. niger in their 
parentage (such as the Helleborus Gold Collection) 
also bloom soon after snowmelt. 
Desperate times call for desperate measures. And 
who is more desperate than the cold climate 
gardener who’s been inundated with social media 
images of spring flowers blooming in warmer climates? 
The sooner you have flowers in your own garden—
even just one—the better you will feel about the 
lingering piles of shoveled snow and your brown, 
sodden lawn. Just remember that even when you get 
location and varieties right, weather still plays a big 
part in when you actually get that first bloom. Keep 
hunting for early bloomers and experimenting with 
planting sites. Next year you’ll have your earliest 
bloom yet! 
 

 

 
Sources 

Brent and Becky’s Bulbs - 

http://www.brentandbeckysbulbs.com/ Wide 

selection of common bulbs 

In the past, Daffodils and More - 

http://www.daffodilsandmore.com/ - sold spring 

snowflakes. 

John Lonsdale of Edgewood Gardens and Carolyn 

Walker of Carolyn’s Shade Garden have sold them 

more recently. 

John Scheepers - https://www.johnscheepers.com/ 

Wide selection of common bulbs 

Leafari - https://www.leafari.com/  Wide selection of 

common bulbs 

McClure and Zimmerman - https://www.mzbulb.com/ 

Wide selection of common bulbs 

Odyssey Bulbs - http://odysseybulbs.com/ Crocus 

korolkowii and ‘Blue Mound’ chionodoxa plus lots of 

other bulbs you’ve never heard of. 

 

Don’t plant these! 
Two commonly offered hardy bulbs often give 
gardeners a lot of trouble and should be avoided. 
Siberian squill (Scilla siberica) produces lovely blue 
flowers at the same time as Glory-of-the-snow. It 
propagates itself by seed and by multiplying bulbs. 
Although not on the invasives list, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin gardeners report finding it escaping the 
garden into wild areas and crowding out native 
plants. Visit 
https://www.minnesotawildflowers.info/flower/siberian
-squill to learn more. Star-of-Bethelem (Ornithogalum 
umbellatum and O. nutans) has white starry flowers 
and crocus-like leaves. While not currently a problem 
in Minnesota, out-of-state readers should research 
how it behaves in your area before planting it, as Star-
of-Bethlehem self-sows and multiplies aggressively in 
many areas. More information at 
https://www.invasive.org/alien/pubs/midatlantic/ornu
-orum.htm 
 
 
Copyright 2020 Kathy Purdy. Reprinted courtesy of Northern 
Gardener magazine, 2705 Lincoln Dr., Roseville, MN 55113 
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